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Key Progress on the Route 15 North CPAM

Dear Catoctin Residents,

As October fades away into the rearview mirror, we're starting to get some winter-ish
weather. I'm relying on Jay's Wintry Mix to predict whether we can expect snow. Jay says
we can expect some roller coaster weather in November, but so far, no serious chance of
snow on our horizon. That's a reprieve for now for those of you on Team Snow Who
Needs It, and a glimmer of future hope for those on Team Snow Delights Us.

| also have a Loudoun history story to share with you, drawn once again from the work of
Waterford historian Eugene Scheel. In 1830, a group of investors decided that the time
had come to turn Goose Creek into a more navigable riverway. They met in Leesburg at
the old Peers Hotel (which has since become the Laurel Brigade Inn) to talk the idea over
and figure out how to raise funds for construction. What they eventually built can still be
seen today - at least when the water is low enough.

Let me tell you the story of the Goose Creek Canal.

1 The Goose Creek Canal was dreamed up in 1830 as an easier way to
transport ground grain from Loudoun mills to more distant markets. By
converting 20 miles of Goose Creek into a havigable waterway, the mills
could load the grain onto boats and float them to the Potomac, then use the
Chesapeake and Ohio (C&0) Canal to take their cargoes the rest of the
way to markets in Alexandria or Washington, D.C.

1 The first hurdle the investors had to clear was the issue of money. The
General Assembly would often enter into public-private transportation
partnerships, but the private parties still needed to put up 40% of the funds.
So far, so good, though. This was a group of investors, after all. How hard
could it be?

1 It took nine years to get that private funding together. First the investors had
to persuade people who increasingly suspected that railroads would replace
canals as the main transportation system for Loudoun. Then the United
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States tripped into an economic depression in 1837, which lasted into the
mid-1840s.

At last the funding was ready! The investors hired two seasoned engineers,
William Gibbs McNeill and John Henry Alexander, to survey Goose Creek
and plan the canal. But the project kept bogging down. Different types of
locks were proposed. The lock designs were argued over. Investors kept
worrying about the railroads. And then the canal company's first president
and major investor, George Carter I, passed away in 1846.

But in 1849, these obstacles were finally overcome. The company settled
on stone locks, made them shorter in length, and told the engineers to start
building. They made steady progress at last. By the end of 1850, they had
finished the outer locks near the Potomac. By the end of 1851, they had
turned seven miles of Goose Creek into a navigable waterway.

Then a potential fatal design issue cropped up. The canal was starting to
get unstable as it got longer. So the company cut its losses. Instead of a 20
mile waterway, they stopped at 12 miles, ending at Ball's Mill (today
Evergreen Mills). This shortened project was finally completed in 1854.

At that point the company turned to the construction contractor and said
they would only pay if a canal boat could navigate the entire 12-mile canal.
It had been a dry spring and an early summer, and Goose Creek had
started to fill with sandbars. But the contractor was undeterred. He had his
crew drag a boat through the sandbars and shallow water from one of
Goose Creek until it fetched up at Ball's Mill. There he took his payment and
left.

The canal managed to scrape by for another three years. By 1857,
however, it was clear to the investors that the project was dead. Once
again, the culprits were the railroads (which were finally being built in
Loudoun) and another national economic depression. When the company's
president sent his final letter to the state and to the stockholders, the
company's books showed a balance of $1.95.

Today you can still see the remains of some of the Goose Creek Canal's old
locks. When the water lever is low enough, you can also see what's left of
that one proof-of-concept boat, the only boat known to have navigated the
entire stretch of the Goose Creek Canal; the contractor never took it back
out of the old mill pond after he got paid, and there it lies still.

Stories like this shed some light on our county's remarkable background. They also help
give some much-needed context for our current infrastructure projects - while we always
try to do better, it's encouraging to know that we aren't the first Loudounians to wrestle
with these transportation issues, or to stub our toes on project delays.

Please keep sending us your thoughts. We will be posting regular updates for the Catoctin
District on my Facebook page, and will be adding more information and resources to my

webpage.
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Sincerely,

Caleb Kershner

Join us on Facebook!

If | tried to put all the interesting news from the Catoctin District into one monthly email,
you'd be scrolling the rest of the month before you hit the bottom.

Which is why | also have a Facebook page.

So stay tuned to these newsletters for the big-picture news from the Catoctin District. But
for the other day-to-day stories and updates, drop by my Facebook page and give it a like.

Go to Facebook

CURRENT EVENTS
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LoudounCounty [l
) Comprehensive Plan Amendment

CPAM / Concept B Improvements

1. Four lanes: Montresor Road to vicinity of Spinks
Ferry Road.*

2. Two lanes with Median: North of Village of
Lucketts to St Clair Lane.*

3. Traffic calming within the Village of Lucketts.
4. Bypass around Village of Lucketts.*

5. Roundabouts: Montresor Road, Newvalley
Church Road, Stumptown Road/Lucketts
bypass.

6. Realigned intersections: Montresor
Road/Limestone School Road and Newvalley
Church Road/Spinks Ferry Road.

7. Traffic signal at Lovettsville Road.

8. Bike, pedestrian and transit service
opportunities.

* Required for CPAM

Image Credit: Slide from June 23, 2021 public information presentation on Route 15 CPAM / Loudoun County Government

The Route 15 North CPAM (CPAM -2021-0002)
Goes to the Planning Commission on Nov. 30
I'm pleased to report another key milestone for the Route 15 North project: The

Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPAM 2021-0002), which passed the Board in March,
will go before the Planning Commission at their November 30 meeting.

This CPAM will amend our Countywide Transportation Plan to reflect a series of
improvements to Route 15 between Montresor Road and the Maryland state line. This is
part of Phase 3 of the overall effort to widen Route 15 North. (As I've mentioned here
before, we have split the project into three separate phases, which are all moving forward
at one stage or another. The great advantage to doing this is that if one phase hits a snag,
it won't slow down progress on the other two.)

Note on Lovettsville Road: This project provides for the planning, design, right-of-way
acquisition, and construction of a signalized intersection on Route 15 at Lovettsville Road.
The scope of work includes roadway, turn lane, and shoulder widening to improve safety
and traffic operations at the intersection.

During this quarter, our task order design consultant, Gorove Slade, provided a proposal
to DTCI staff to design the intersection improvements; the county issued a purchase order
to Gorove Slade on September 2. In the next quarter, initial traffic analyses will be
performed, and the team will get started on the design work.
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Visiting the Route 15 Corridor

This past Friday, | had the opportunity to join the Journey Through Hallowed Ground and
other organizations and tour part of the section of Route 15 that is covered by this CPAM.
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At several points we stopped at a key building or business, where we met with residents
and talked about the challenges and needs they face on this part of the Route 15 corridor.

Ouir first stop was the Lucketts Community Center. It's housed in what was once the
Lucketts School, a local schoolhouse built in 1914 schoolhouse. The school closed in
1971 when a new elementary school opened next door, and this old building wore down
over time, until Lucketts residents stepped up to raise funds, renovate it, and convert it
into their community center. Today it is the site for after-school programs, daycare,
community meetings, and bluegrass music concerts.

The second stop was the historic Christ Church Episcopal. It was built in 1869 by David
William Fry, who also built the nearby Bethel United Methodist Church on Stumptown
Road. The church's first rector was actually Sewell Hepburn, the grandfather of the
actress Katherine Hepburn. Over time the church's congregation faded, and the church
closed its doors in 1956. But local residents rallied to raise $55,000 to repair and refurbish
the building, and in 1988 it reopened its doors for Sunday services. To this day the church
holds an annual Strawberry Festival to raise funds to help keep the church and its grounds
maintained.

Stop number three was Roots 657. An eat-in and take-out cafe and market located at the
crossroads of Route 657 and Route 15, it offers regionally curated products from local
farmers and artisans. Roots 657 was co-founded by Rich Rosendale and Muriel Sarmadi.
Rich is one of 70 Certified Master Chefs in the United States, and oversees the culinary
side of things. Muriel is a Loudoun entrepreneur who saw the potential for a cafe that both
sourced and showcased products from local farms and creators; she oversees the cafe's
daily operations.

Due to the heavy rain, we couldn't make it to our last stop of the day, but I'd be remiss if |
didn't tell you about them too. Brossman's Farm is a family-owned farm along the James
Monroe Highway. They've been operating since 2005, and bit by bit they've added new
produce and offerings, from pumpkins and spring plantings to farm-fresh eggs and Italian
ice. Their peaches even show up at the annual Loudoun County Fair.

On a final note, here is a video that shows some of these buildings and businesses, along
with others in the Lucketts area. This is one of the #LovelLoudoun videos that was created
by the talented folks at Visit Loudoun. | highly recommend watching the whole thing.
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General Fund Tax Revenue Policy

Finance/Government Operations and
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FGOEDC Discusses Next Year's Budget
(SPOILER: County Spending Will Be An Issue)

At our October 12 committee meeting, the Finance/Government Operations and Economic
Development Committee (FGOEDC) received an initial staff briefing on the coming FY
2023 budget process, including tax rate, estimating revenue, and considering expenses.

One thing we're having to grapple with this year is uncertainty about our personal property
tax revenues. That's being driven in large part by the possibility that data center
construction may taper off, and (to a lesser extent) by changes in vehicle valuations.

Staff walked us through some possible options for navigating this revenue uncertainty.
Much of their advice boiled down to "don't put all your eggs in one basket.” They
recommended that we cultivate a more diversified mix of tax revenues, and especially look
for tax sources that tend to remain stable year over year, such as real property taxes.

What we have not seen yet is a similarly detailed look at county expenditures. That is
going to be vital to properly balancing Loudoun's budget.

As you may recall, last year the Board voted to fully fund all departmental budget requests
(with the exception, | believe, of the request from the Office of the Commonwealth's
Attorney). That was not a fiscally conservative decision. | voted against it, as did
Supervisors Umstattd, Letourneau, and Buffington, but we lost in a 5-4 vote.

Now the consequences of that funding decision (and other decisions to increase
expenditures) are starting to catch up with us. We should certainly work to put the county's
tax burden on a fair and diversified set of tax revenues - but all the diversification in the
world won't help much if we don't also trim our expenses.

This is going to be more complicated than just saying "No" to every request for funding.
Some of those requests are going to be vital. That means the Board, and staff, are going
to have to dig deep into these requests and suss out the county's real needs and
opportunities. We are going to have to turn down some funding requests, and that is going
to disappoint some people. But we need to start making these difficult calls now in order to
get the county back onto a more stable fiscal footing.

That brings us to one other controversial item we'll have to tackle this year: the coming
LCPS budget request.

LCPS will need to answer some hard questions this budget cycle. | note that their
enrollment is down once again this year, even as our county continues to grow. We are
going to need to seriously consider the nuts and bolts of their proposed budget - because
while we don't create the LCPS budget, we do fund the vast majority of it with dollars
taken from our taxpayers. That payment is an enormous line item in the county's budget
every year. If we are going to strengthen and diversify our own fiscal situation, we will
have to tackle this thorny but important problem.
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Those are my initial thoughts on the FY 2023 budget so far. They will not be my last. I'll
keep you posted here on the highlights and major developments as this year's budget
process gets fully underway.

Image Credit: Photo of rural Loudoun scenery / Loudoun County (trimmed from original)

Concerned About Large-Scale Solar Panels
Dotting Loudoun's Rural Countryside?

On November 17, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM, you'll have the chance to tell Loudoun County
what you think about putting solar panels in rural Western Loudoun, and about other items
on Loudoun's Draft Environmental Goals. These goals were proposed by Loudoun's new
Environmental Commission, which was formed earlier this year to advise the Board on
policies and best practices for dealing with the environment, sustainability, and energy
management issues.

As you might imagine, | am paying careful attention to the bit that discusses solar panels.
In Initiative 1: Sustainability and Energy Management, the Environmental Commission
says we should "increase use of photovoltaic power." They suggest creating some pilot
agrivoltaic projects (i.e. using the same agricultural land to farm sunlight and grow
produce simultaneously), and to introduce solar panels into our rural zoning.

Here's a snapshot of the proposal document, with the key language highlighted:
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Increase use of solar « Establish solar zoning for utility scale = Industrial zening for utility scale PV (Short-term)
photovoltaic power and non-utility scale solar » Residential HOA solar zoning (Short-term)

» County solar permit by rule (Short-term)

» Solar zoning re-write (Mid-term)

» Rural zoning (Mid-term)

» Encourage residential solar use » Develop model template for HOA policies (Short-term)

» Encourage commercial solar use » Large commercial rooftop solar mandate (Short-term)

«+ Create incentives for solar use in + Create pilot solar agrivoltaic installations (Short-term)
rural and agricultural areas » Stakeholder review of rural solar zoning (Medium-term)

Image Credit: Screenshot of Initiative 1: Sustainability and Energy Management / Loudoun County (trimmed from original)

Solar panels can be used well. If we're smart about it, they can be set up in ways thation't
disrupt our beautiful rural county. But we've got to be smart about it. I'm interested in
increasing solar use in Loudoun, as long as it isn't subsidized and is put in appropriate
concentrations and locations.

One idea I've heard is putting solar panels on the rooftops of our 95 school buildings. That
sounds like a good place to start. Placing solar panels on individual roofs or on
barn/outbuilding rooftops also sounds like an idea that's worth looking into.

What we need to avoid, though, is putting up large solar arrays (or those "solar farms" with
whole collections of arrays) on our farmland, on our open space parcels, or in other
vulnerable areas of rural Loudoun. That would be a spectacularly effective way to wreck
our viewshed throughout Loudoun. (If you thought that a monopole on the Short Hill
ridgeline would have been trouble, this would be just as bad or worse.)

| strongly encourage you to read these draft goals, and then sign on to the public input
meeting on November 17 at 6:00 PM.

How to Comment on These Goals

Speak at the Meeting: If you want to speak at the meeting, you'll need to sign up in
advance bynoon on November 17. Sendan email to the team, or call (571) 258-3444, and
ask to sign up to speak at the public input meeting.

Send in Comments Before/Afterwards: You can also send your comments straight to
the team, either through their online form or by emailing them. In fact, even if you plan to
speak at the meeting, it's often best to make one main point at the meeting, and then send
a follow-up document with any other points that you wanted to bring up.

Read the Draft Goals
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7 Initiative 1: Sustainability and Enerqy
Management

7 Initiative 2: ldentify, Protect, and Enhance the
Natural Environment

7 Initiatives 3-5: Advance Environmental Justice

Image Credit: Photo of cleaned grave markers at Mt. Sinai Cemetery / Lovettsville Historical Society & Museum

Preserving Mount Sinai Cemetery & Church

At the Board business meeting on November 3, | got the chance to work with Chair Randall
to support the preservation of the Mount Sinai Cemetery and Church. The Board of
Supervisors unanimouslyvoted for our initiative, which directed staff to research options
for purchasing and/or protecting the Mount Sinai Cemetery and Church, and to return to
the Board with recommendations.

Thank you to the Family & Friends of Mount Sinai Cemetery, and to Ed Spannus from the
Lovettsville Historical Society, for initiating this fantastic historic restoration project. I've
also included a linkhere to an article by the Lovettsville Historical Society, which gives
more details and insight into the fascinating history of this church.
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Read the Article

Image Credit: Promo image for the LC-CFRS Annual Coat Drive / Loudoun County Fire and Rescue

Fire and Rescue's Annual Coat Drive - Now
Through November 7

Loudoun County Fire and Rescue is holding their annual coat drive to collect winter
clothing for local residents in need. They've partnered with the Loudoun Career
Firefighters Association Local 3756, One Warm Coat, and Mobile Hope Loudoun to collect
and distribute these clothing donations.

For this coat drive, they are looking for new or gently used and clean coats, jackets,
scarves, winter hats, gloves, and mittens. You can drop off your items now through
November 7 at any of their drop off locations. All of the items will be given to Mobile Hope
Loudoun to be distributed to residents who need them. If you'd prefer to make a monetary
donation, you can give directly to Mobile Hope Loudoun here.
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